United States History and Government

Mr. Knight/ Ms. France
Welcome to U.S. History and Government.  This course will take us from the Constitutional Foundations to present day America.  The course is an in-depth look at the Constitution and its application throughout our history.  Students are expected to not only recall declarative knowledge, but to apply that knowledge in written form using primary source documents to support an opinion or statement.   

This course is a Regents course required for graduation. If you don’t pass, you don’t graduate.  It will consist of seven units to be studied and applied throughout the year.   

Grading for this course consists of unit tests, weekly quizzes, homework, and a class participation grade as well as the final exam.  We will be using an all points system, this means you divide the number of points you receive credit for by the total points offered and you have your grade.   

Class participation grade: each student will earn points everyday (max of 5) for having homework completed, participating in class discussions and offering opinions etc.
Attendance: Regular attendance is a MUST for this class. We will be covering 200 plus years of history in a short period of time. If you miss a class it is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to see me for missed assignments etc..

Classroom Rules:

1. Respect

· Yourself- take responsibility for your own actions.

· Your peers- treat your classmates with compassion and understanding.

· Your community- take care of the school property as if it were your own.

2. Be prepared

· Have homework completed or articles read and be ready to discuss

· Have you materials with you, pen, notebook, book etc…

· Be on time to class

I am truly excited to have you in my class this year.  We are about to uncover the very nature of our unique democracy.  It is not only fascinating, it is essential to know and understand the trials and hurdles WE THE PEOPLE took to arrive as the world leader for democracy.  
Parent/guardian: I have read the course outline for economics and understand the responsibilities that my son/daughter must undertake.  Please sign and date.

Parent:________________________

Student:_______________________

Mr. Knight / Ms. France

U.S. History Content Outline 

Unit 1:

 Colonies 1607 – The American Revolution
Chapters:
4, Sect 1- The Stirrings of Rebellion



4, Sect 2- Ideas Help Start a Revolution  

Unit 2: 
The Constitution: The Foundation of American Society and Launching a New Nation.
Chapters:
5, Sect 1- Experimenting with Confederation
    

5, Sect 2- Drafting the Constitution


5, Sect 3- Ratifying the Constitution



6, Sect 1- Washington heads the New Government



6, Sect 2- Foreign Affairs Trouble the Nation



6, Sect 3- Jefferson Alters the Nation’s Course



6, Sect 4- The War of 1812 Erupts

Unit 3:   
The American System, Expansion and the Conflicts leading to Civil War

Chapters:
7-10 various sections will be assigned in conjunction with a major group/ station activity.

Topics:
The American System: Nationalism through infrastructure, roads, canals, bridges, and early industrialization

The Supreme Court and Centralizing power over the states

Expansion

Sectionalism
The age of Jackson


Unit 4: 
The Civil War and Reconstruction


Chapters: 
10, Sect 4- Slavery and Secession


11, Sect 1- The Civil War begins



11, Sect 2- The Politics of War



12, Sect 1- The Politics of Reconstruction



12, Sect 2- Reconstructing Society



12, Sect 3- The Collapse of Reconstruction

Unit 5:
The Rise of Big Business, Immigration, Urbanization, Industrialization, The Frontier and Populist Movement

Chapters:
13-15, various assignments attached to a station group activity

Unit 6:
The Progressive Era, Imperialism and the First World War

Chapters:
17, Sect 1- The Origins of Progressivism


17, Sect 2- Women in Public Life


17, Sect 3- Teddy Roosevelt’s Square Deal


17, Sect 4- Wilson’s New Freedom


18, Sect 1- Imperialism and America


18, Sect 2- The Spanish- American- Cuban war


18, Sect 3-Acquiring New Lands


18, Sect 4- America as a World Power


19, Sect 1- World War I Begins


19, Sect 2- American Power Tips the Balance


19, Sect 3- The War at Home


19, Sect 4- Wilson Fights for Peace

Unit 7:

The 1920s, The Great Depression, and the New Deal
Chapters:
20, Sect 1- Americans Struggle with Post War Issues


20, Sect 2- “Normalcy” and Isolation



20, Sect 3- The Business of America



21- The Roaring 20s project and the Harlem Renaissance



22, Sect 1- The Nations Sick Economy



22, Sect 2- Hardship and Suffering During the Depression



22, Sect 3- Hoover Struggles with the Depression



23, Sect 1- A New Deal Fights the Depression



23, Sect 2- The Second New Deal Takes Hold



New Deal Project

Unit 8:

World War II and the Cold War
Chapters:
24-25: Teacher directed Notes causes and effects of the War


26, Sect 1- Cold War Conflicts



26, Sect 2- The Cold War Heats Up



26, Sect 3- The Cold War at Home



27, Sect 1- Post War America



27, Sect 2- The American Dream in the Fifties



27, Sect 3- Popular Culture



27, Sect 4- The Other America



28, Sect 1- Kennedy and the Cold War



30 The Vietnam War: Teacher Directed

Unit 9:

The Civil Rights Movement and the Era of Social Change

Chapters:
29, Sect 1- Taking on Segregation



29, Sect 2- The Triumphs of a Crusade



29, Sect 3- Challenges and Changes in the Movement



31, Sect 1- Latinos and Native Americans Seek Equality



31, Sect 2- Women Fight for Equality



31, Sect 3- Culture and Counterculture

Unit 10:
1968-1996: Nixon, Carter, Ford, Clinton and the Conservative Movement

Chapters:
32, Sect 1- The Nixon Administration



32, Sect 2- Watergate: Nixon’s Downfall



32, Sect 3- The Ford and Carter Years



33, Sect 1- A Conservative Movement Emerges



33, Sect 2- Conservative Policies Under Reagan and Bush



33, Sect 3- American Society in a Conservative Age



34, Sect 1- The Clinton Presidency



34, Sect 2- The New Global Economy
